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Family tell inquest he was not treated as suicide risk

Depressed cartoonist
‘let down by doctors’

by ALICE HUTTON

A POLITICAL cartoonist
took his own life after
suffering decades of
depression which could
have been partially
caused by “intergenera-
tional trauma” after his
father survived the Holo-
caust, an inquest has
heard.

The family of Leon
Kuhn, an anti-war car-
toonist whose work was
regularly published in the
Morning Star, told St
Pancras Coroner’s Court
that they felt he was “let
down” by doctors and
mental health teams who
did not treat him as a sui-
cide risk.

The 59-year-old from
Goldhurst Terrace, Swiss
Cottage, jumped in front
of a train at Finchley
Road Station six days
before Christmas last year
after walking out of the
Camden Crisis Centre.

His brother Philip told
the inquest that Mr Kuhn
had said doctors from
Camden and Islington
NHS Foundation Trust,
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Tavistock and Portman
NHS Foundation Trust
and Abbey Street Medical
Centre “ignored” the
severity of his condition.
He had sought help from
an additional two private
doctors.

Dr David Bell, a con-
sultant psychiatrist at the
Tavistock who treated Mr
Kuhn, told the nine-hour
inquest on Tuesday that
he believed Mr Kuhn to
be suffering from a per-
sonality disorder that left
him with a fear of aban-
donment that caused him
to obsessively “recruit”
physicians when he felt
his medication was not
working.

Dr Bell said he had

been intrigued to hear that
Mr Kuhn’s father Martin
had been a Kindertrans-
port refugee who fled the
Nazi regime before the
Second World War and
suspected it had con-
tributed to his son’s suf-
fering.

He said that a person
could suffer Holocaust
survivors’ guilt and
unconsciously transmit an
awareness of something
awful — “an unknown
fear”.

“Often the story you
hear is that: ‘They never
talked about it,”” he said.
“The child then grows up
with a feeling of immi-
nent catastrophe they
can’t name and it affects
their personality.

“He said he had a very
happy family. 1 suspect
that something was cov-
ered over or that he was
covering over by telling a
‘happy family story’.
What seemed to run
through the issue was his
terror of abandonment.”

He added: “I was sur-
prised to hear that he had
killed himself. When I
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heard I thought it was like-
ly to be an impulse act.
There was a level of risk of
suicide but it was the kind
of risk that psychiatrists
carry a lot of the time.”

Philip Kuhn told the
court that their father had
attempted suicide and was
saved “by the skin of his
teeth” and that his uncle
had taken his own life.

The court was told that
Mr Kuhn’s mental health
started to deteriorate after
his mother died in 2008.
His wife of 30 years, Ake-
mi, who he had met when
working in Tokyo in the
1970s, left him a year lat-
er.

A second relationship
with a Japanese woman
living in Croatia ended
last summer, causing him
to be hospitalised there
before being transferred
to the UK, where he
underwent treatment.

A statement from Mr
Kuhn’s sister-in-law Kate
said that she had been in
constant phone contact
with him on the day of his
death, December 19. She
had called him that morn-
ing and found he had
walked out of the centre
where he was being treat-
ed and was at home in
Goldhurst Terrace.

She urged him to go
back to the centre and
rang him constantly for
the next few hours.

When she rang the cen-
tre later in the afternoon
they gave the impression
that “Leon had been
apprehended and was
safe”, she said. It was not
until 9pm that night that
they were told he had
died.

Coroner Mary Hassell
recorded a verdict that Mr
Kuhn had taken his own
life.
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Traveller’s tale Palin backs school garden

MONTY Python star
Michael Palin raised
£6,000 for a Gospel Oak
primary school on Friday
night, writes Pavan
Amara.

The explorer spoke
about his travels in
Brazil when he gave a
talk to 200 people at
Carlton Primary School.

He was helping the
school reach the £40,000
it needs to build a
multi-sensory garden
which would include
herbs and flowers for
children.

Mr Palin, who lives in
Gospel Oak, said: “I'm a
great supporter of
Carlton. The staff work
so hard, and the school
always looks bright and
inviting.

“I love talking to the
children there. They
always have great energy
and curiosity.

“They come from such
a range of countries that I
always find there’s
something I learn from
them.”

Noella Bella Castro,
vice-chair of governors
at the Grafton Road
school, said Carlton was
already halfway to its
target, but the event
“brought us even closer
to making a big
difference to children,
especially those who

don’t have gardens at
home.”

She added: “He spoke
about some of the Monty
Python sketches that
didn’t make it.

“There had been one
where they had asked to
book a table for 12 at a

restaurant, but the
restaurant kept saying
they could fit them on
four tables of three, or
three tables of four, or
ten on Monday and two
on Tuesday.

“The audience had a
lot of fun.”

Michael Palin with headteacher Jacquie Phelan
and, top, with Carlton teachers

Seven buskers licensed to play

ONLY seven musicians are legally
allowed to busk in Camden,
figures released to the New
Journal reveal.

These are the buskers who have
obtained licences after the Town
Hall issued new controls on street
performances earlier this year.

The new rules passed by the
Labour council demand all
performers show a licence when
asked. Amplified music is banned
and a 9pm curfew is in force.

A council spokesman said:
“When patrolling, council officers
and the police approach street
performers to advise them of the
council policy and the application

by PAVAN AMARA

process. It is estimated that
approximately 40 to 50 performers
have been spoken to in this way
since the introduction of the
policy.”

While only seven street
performance licences have been
issued, the council says more are
being considered and no
applications have been rejected so
far.

Objectors to the new controls,
however, claim the measures have
“drained” the area of musical
talent.

Jonny Walker, from the Keep

Streets Live group, said: “The
terms and conditions are very
specific. They require a distance
of eight feet between a licensed
busker and the pavement

edge, which bans busking
outside the Tube station or by the
Lock.

“It’s quite ironic, when a man is
still allowed to juggle knives and
fire on a unicycle, but you’re not
allowed to sing.”

Ben Van Der Velde, a comedian
and busking activist, said: “A
fairly low number have applied.
Some are ignoring the stupidity of
the scheme, others are making a
moral point.”
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